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plaints that barrels of herrings had been packed
fraudulently, good and large fish being on the top ;
small and inferior and even stale ones filling the
rest of the barrel. As such perishable goods could
not be returned, the aldermen instituted official
herring packers, who were responsible for honest
action.

In all difficult matters, the advice of the munici-
pality was asked and given. It was held " that they
knew what others did not know." Thus burgher and
burgher ruler worked hand in hand, and each man
felt himself a link of the whole chain. This feeling
gave rise to an active patriotism, a warm love for
their own town, of which instances abound in the
mediaeval chronicles. Many tales are preserved of
brawls arising in the towns through the vauntings
of rival citizens. Thus a certain Liibecker meeting
a Bremener in a Hamburg inn, boasted so greatly
of his native town's advantages and made such fun
of his companion's aldermen that they all but came
to serious blows. " You had better mind your words
and drink your beer in peace," was the friendly
advice of a bystander.

Such were these burghs which had grown free
and strong through burgher industry, and were kept
powerful by burgher unity and honesty.